
Automotive Industries Association of Canada

Effect of deducting the cost of mechanic's tools while an apprentice

Nova Scotia

Salary: 30,000 per year

Single Married

Total taxes No Tools 5,304.48 3,650.84

$1,000 in tools 5,304.48 3,650.84
  savings 0.00 0.00

$1,500 in tools 5,304.48 3,650.84
  savings 0.00 0.00

   (1) $3,000 in tools 4,896.63 3,242.99
  savings 407.85 407.85

$4,000 in tools 4,638.93 2,985.29
  savings 665.55 665.55

$5,000 in tools 4,381.23 2,702.59
  savings 923.25 948.25

   (2)  $6,000 in tools 4,123.53 2,394.89
  savings 1,180.95 1,255.95

The regulations as drafted, allow an apprenticing mechanic to deduct 
the cost of his tools, as approved by his employer.

The total cost of the tools is reduced by the greater of : $1,000 
or 5% of the mechanic's income from being a mechanic

   (1)  With the purchase of $3,000 in tools, the cost is reduced by
$1,500 - being 5% of the $30,000 salary

   (2)  If able to time the purchases of the tools, - say $3,000 in Jan. of a 
year, and $3,000 in December, then the 5% reduction is only
deducted once, regardless of when the deduction for the tools is
claimed 

After the initial $1,500 has been covered, the tools are reducing
income at the rate of 25.77% - that is, for every additional
$100 spent on tools in that year, taxes are reduced by
$25.77





Nova Scotia

Salary: 20,000 per year

Single Married

Total taxes No Tools 2,837.86 884.22

$1,000 in tools 2,837.86 884.22
  savings 0.00 0.00

$1,500 in tools 2,684.01 730.37
  savings 153.85 153.85

$3,000 in tools 2,222.46 387.40
  savings 615.40 496.82

$4,000 in tools 1,914.76 227.40
  savings 923.10 656.82

$5,000 in tools 1,607.06 67.40
  savings 1,230.80 816.82

   (2)  $6,000 in tools 1299.36 0
  savings 1,538.50 884.22

   (2)  If able to time the purchases of the tools, - say $3,000 in Jan. of a 
year, and $3,000 in December, then the $1,000 reduction is only
deducted once, regardless of when the deduction for the tools is
claimed 


